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CROSS-BORDER ENFORCEMENT
I. National legislation
            The enforcement law or the law of a special property-legal execution is a system of legal norms governing procedural legal and substantive legal relations occurring during or due to enforcement. The sources of that law (the Constitution of the Republic of Croatia, international treaties, acts and implementing legislation), which are also summarized herein, make its normative unity and are binding for any subject of enforcement (parties, participants, public enforcement agent, notary public and the court): 
· Constitution of the Republic of Croatia (Official Gazette,  number: 56/90, 135/97, 8/98-consolidated text, 113/00, 124/00- consolidated text, 28/01, 41/01 – consolidated text, 55/01-correction, 76/10,  85/10- consolidated text, hereinafter:  the Constitution) as a supreme source of legal order in the Republic of Croatia 
· Act on Resolving Conflicts between Croatian and Foreign Legislation in Certain Legal Transactions (Official Gazette, number: 53/91 /Official Journal of the SFRY, number: 43/82, 72/82, hereinafter: CLA) implemented as of 1st January 1983 with certain corrections of 1991, and which among other also regulated the issue of “recognition and enforcement of foreign arbitral awards” (art. 86. – 101.),  
· Enforcement Act (Official Gazette,  number: 57/96, 29/99, 42/00, 173/03, 194/03, 151/04, 88/05, 121/05, 67/08, and Official Gazette,  number: 139/10, hereinafter: the EA) regulates the procedure by which the enforcement agent and public notaries carry out the enforcement of claims on the basis of enforcement and trustworthy titles (enforcement procedure), procedure in conformity with which the courts decide and carry out the enforcement of claims, when provided by the law, the procedure in conformity with which the courts and public notaries carry out securing of claims (security procedure) and substantive legal relations based on enforcement procedures and security procedures (art. 1. para. 1.- 4. EA). It has been divided into six sections (General provisions /art. 1.-19./, Enforcement /art. 20. - 255./, Security /art. 256. - 324./, Procedure for issuing the certificate on European enforcement order for uncontested claims and for establishment and implementation of enforcement on the basis of the European enforcement order / art. 325.-333./, Criminal Provisions / art. 334. and 335. EA/, Transitory and Final Provisions / art. 336. – 340. EA)
· Implementing legislation pursuant to art. 125., 126. para. 4, 198. para. 1, 212. para. 6, 65. para. 1, 197. para. 3, 122. para. 5, 194. para. 2, 208. Of the EA:

· Ordinance on the form and content of a debenture note (Official Gazette, number: 147/10,16/11)

· Ordinance on the form and content of a blank debenture note (Official Gazette, number: 147/10,16/11) 

· Ordinance on liability insurance (Ordinance on establishing the amount of insurance paid by public commission agents (Official Gazette, number: 43/11.)
· Ordinance on the content and method of keeping a register of real estate and movable assets being sold as part of enforcement procedure (Official Gazette, number: 47/11)
· Ordinance on the tariff of fees and compensation of costs of public notaries in the enforcement procedure (Official Gazette, number: 8/11)

· Ordinance on the tariff of the compensation of costs and remuneration for performing the activity of public commission agent (Official Gazette, number: 43/11)
· Ordinance on conducting enforcement on monetary funds exempted from enforcement  (Official Gazette, number: 148/10, 31/11)

· Ordinance on the conditions to perform the activities of public commission agent  (Official Gazette, number: 38/11)

· Ordinance on the content and keeping of register of motor vehicles  
· Public Enforcement Agents Act (Official Gazette, number: 139/10, hereinafter: the PEAA) regulates the organization, jurisdiction and method of enforcement agent’s work as a public servant. It has been divided into fourteen chapters (General Provisions /art.1.-13/, Appointment, termination of office and temporary removal from office  (art. 14 -28), General provisions on operation of public enforcement agents’  offices /art. 29- 41/, General provisions on writs of execution /art. 42- 50/, Special provisions on powers and operation of public enforcement agents  /art. 51- 63/, Bookkeeping and filing /art. 64 - 65/, Use of documents following termination of public enforcement agent’s office /art. 66 - 69/, Deputy enforcement agents, assistant enforcement agents, public enforcement clerks, trainee enforcement agents and acting enforcement agents /art. 70-78/, Chamber of Public Enforcement Agents and Chamber bodies (art. 79-87), Control over enforcement agent’s work (art. 88-89), Absence from and incapacity for work (art. 90.-91.), Disciplinary responsibility of public enforcement agents (rt. 92.-108.), Fees and reimbursement of costs (art. 109-114), Transitory and final provisions (art. 115 - 122). 
· Implementing legislation pursuant to art. 6. para. 2., art. 14. para. 3. and art. 31. para. 3, 25. art. 5, 29. para. 3, 42. para. 3, 52, 65, 116. para. 2, 121, 115. para. 4. Of the PEAA:

· Ordinance on the form and content, method of issuing, and procedure of withdrawing the official identity card of the enforcement agent, deputy enforcement agent, enforcement agent assistant, enforcement agent officer and enforcement agent trainee   (Official Gazette, number: 47/11), 

· Ordinance on enforcement agent offices  and working time of public enforcement agents (Official Gazette, number: 41/11),

· Ordinance on the official seats of public enforcement agents 
· Ordinance on the form, manner of writing and marking of enforcement agent documents 
· Ordinance on the enforcement agent exam (Official Gazette, number: 41/11)

· Ordinance on the enforcement agent tariff and compensation of costs 
· Rules of procedure for public enforcement agents (Official Gazette, number: 47/11)

· Draft of criteria for distribution of enforcement agent official seats and draft of distribution of enforcement agent official seats in the Republic of Croatia 
· Enforcement Act on Financial Assets (Official Gazette, number: 91/10, hereinafter: the EAFA) regulates the implementation of enforcement on financial assets, including keeping registers, order of payment reference codes, actions in case of lack of financial assets for enforcement implementation, business entity actions in conditions of frozen account, keeping Unified Register of Accounts and supervision over the implementation of the Act. 
· Implementing legislation pursuant to art. 26. of the EAFA:

· Ordinance on Uniform Register of Accounts (Official Gazette, number: 96/10, 130/10)

· Ordinance on manner and procedure of implementing the enforcement on financial assets  (Official Gazette, number: 96/10)

· Ordinance concerning technical conditions and procedure of adjustment to the Enforcement Act on Financial Assets (Official Gazette, number: 96/10, 130/10)

· Ordinance on types and amounts of tariff of fees for performing activities provided by the Enforcement Act on Financial Assets (Official Gazette, number: 105/10)

· Civil Procedure Act (Official Gazette, number: 53/91, 91/92, 112/99, 88/01, 117/03, 88/05, 2/07 – Decision of the Constitutional Court of the Republic of Croatia, 84/08, 123/08, 57/11, hereinafter: the CPA), general and indispensable subsidiary source regulating the rules of procedure on the basis of which the court considers and decides on the disputes on basic rights and obligations of man and citizen, on personal and family relations of citizens and labor, commercial, property and other civil disputes, should it not be provided by the law that the court decided on them pursuant to the rules of another procedure.  
· Act on the Use of the Language and Script of National Minorities in the Republic of Croatia (Official Gazette, number: 51/00, 56/00, hereinafter: AULSNM), regulating the conditions of official use of the language and script of national minorities, and ensuring equality with the Croatian language and Latin script, pursuant to the Act. 

· Notaries Public Act (Official Gazette, number: 78/93, 29/94, 16/07, 75/09), governing organization, competences and method of notaries public work as a public service.

· General Administrative Procedure Act (Official Gazette, number: 47/09.), governing rules on the basis of which the national administration and other state bodies, as well as local and regional self-government units, legal persons with public authorization, act and resolve in administrative cases in the scope as provided by the Act. 
· Administrative Dispute Act (Official Gazette, number: 20/10) regulates the competence, court composition and rules of procedure on the basis of which administrative courts decide on the validity of the decisions of the government services on the rights, obligations and legal interests of natural and legal persons and other parties, and on the validity of government service actions in the administrative law field. It is objective of the Act to ensure judicial protection of rights and legal interests of natural and legal persons and other parties violated by individual decisions or actions of government services (state administration body or other government body, local and regional self-government unit, legal person with public authorization and legal person performing public services). 
· Crafts Act (Official Gazette, number: 49/03, consolidated text, 68/07, 79/07), defining crafts, specifying conditions for performance of crafts business, education and training for performance of crafts, organization of craft etc. 

· Family Act (Official Gazette, number: 116/03, 17/04, 107/07) regulating marriage, relations between parents and children, adoption, guardianship, effect of non-marital cohabitation of man and woman, and procedures of competent bodies in relation with family relations and guardianship.  

· Civil Relations Act (Official Gazette, number: 35/05, 41/08) regulates the base of civil relations (general part) as well as contractual and extra-contractual civil relations (separate part).  

· Act on Ownership and Other Real Rights (Official Gazette, number: 91/96,    68/98, 137/99 – Decision of the Constitutional Court of the Republic of Croatia 22/00, Decision of the Constitutional Court of the Republic of Croatia, 73/00, 114/01, 79/06, 141/06, 146/08,  38/09, 153/09, 90/10) governing general provisions on matters and real rights, possession, right of ownership, easement, real burdens, building rights, lien, real rights of foreigners, transitory and final provisions /conversion of state-owned property, establishment of legal unity of real-estate, execution of jurisdiction regarding the entire real-estate in transition period, final provisions/.

· Land Registration Act (Official Gazette, number: 91/96, 68/98, 137/99 - Decision of the Constitutional Court of the Republic of Croatia 114/01, 100/04, 107/07, 152/08., hereinafter: LRA), Rules for the Establishment and Keeping of Books of
Deposited Contracts (Official Gazette, number: 42/91, 16/94), Rules for internal organization, managing land-registry books, and performing other activities in land-registry departments  /Land-Registry Rulebook/ (Official Gazette, number: 81/97, 109/02, 123/02, 153/02 – correction, 14/05), Regulation on linking the Land Registry and the Deposited Contract Registry and Registering the ownership of special real estate parts  (Official Gazette, number: 60/10),
· Agricultural Land Act (Official Gazette, number: 152/08, 21/19, 124/10), regulates protection, use and change of use of agricultural land, disposal of agricultural land in possession of the Republic of Croatia, establishment and activities of Agricultural Land Agency, privately owned agricultural land market, and administrative and inspection supervision.  
· Forests Act (Official Gazette, number: 140/05, 82/06, 129/08, 80/10, 124/10) regulates growing, protection, use and disposal of forests and forest grounds as natural resources, for the purpose of sustaining biological diversity and providing management on the principles of economic sustainability, social responsibility and environmental acceptability. 

· Act on Compensation for Property Seized During the Yugoslav Communist Rule (Official Gazette, number: 92/96, 39/99, 92/99, 43/00, 131/00, 27/01, 65/01, 118/01, 88/02, 81/02), regulates conditions and procedure of compensation for property which was seized from the previous owners by the Yugoslav communist government, and has subsequently been converted to community-owned property, state or state or cooperative ownership by confiscation, nationalization, agrarian reform and other regulations and methods as stated in the Act.
· Act on Prohibition to Manage and Acquire Assets by Certain Legal Entities in the Republic of Croatia (Official Gazette, number: 29/94, 35/94), regulates issues relevant for protection of economic interests of the Republic of Croatia which would be threatened by unilateral actions of certain persons, bodies or institutions in the territory of the republics of the Former Yugoslavia,
· Maritime Code (Official Gazette, number: 181/04., hereinafter: MC), regulates marine and underwater areas of the Republic of Croatia and legal relations within them, safety of navigation in inland sea waters and territorial sea of  Croatia, protection and preservation of natural marine resources and marine environment, basic substantive legal relations regarding vessels, contractual and other civil relations related to ships, registration of vessels, limitation of ship owner’s liability, enforcement and insurance on ships.
· Bankruptcy Act  (Official Gazette, number: 53/91 9/94, 54/94, 29/99, 129/00, 123/03, 197/03, 187/04, 82/06, 116/10) regulates conditions for institution of bankruptcy proceedings, legal consequences of its institution and implementation,  restructuring of insolvent debtors on the basis of an insolvency (repayment), personal management of an insolvent debtor and conditions and effects of releasing the debtor from remaining obligations. 
· General Tax Act (Official Gazette, number: 147/08, 18/11) regulates the relation between the tax payers and tax authorities applying regulations on taxes and other public duties, unless regulated differently by special acts on individual types of taxes and other public duties, and presents a common base of the tax system.  
· Other substantive legal provisions of the national legislation comprised in other acts and implementation legislation. 
II. International Treaties (Conventions)
Bilateral international treaties (Conventions)
(in the field of application eliminate the application of the CLA) 
· Algeria: Agreement on Legal Assistance in Civil and Criminal Matters of 31 March 1982 (Official journal of SFRY – International Treaties, number: 2/83) – General succession
· Austria: succession of the Contract between the Government of the Republic of Croatia and the Government of the Republic of Austria  (Official Gazette, number: 1/97), Agreement on Mutual Legal Business between the FPRY and the Republic of Austria of 16th December 1954  (Official Journal of the FPRY – International Treaties number: 2/56), Agreement between the FPRY and Austria on mutual recognition and enforcement of arbitral awards in commercial arbitration of 18th March 1960 (Official Journal of the FPRY – International Treaties number: 5/61), Agreement between Yugoslavia and Austria on mutual recognition and enforcement of child support obligation of 10th October 1961 (Official Journal of the SFRY – International Treaties number: 2/63) 
· Australia: Contract succession between the Government of the Republic of Croatia and the Government of Australia of 3rd September 1996 (Official Gazette, International Treaties, number: 1/97), Convention on regulation of mutual assistance in procedures in civil and commercial matters that take place before judicial authorities of 27th February 1936 (Official Journal of the FPRY – International Treaties number: 116/1937) 
· Belgium: Contract succession between the Republic of Croatia and the Kingdom of Belgium of 13th March 1997 (Official Gazette, International Treaties, number: 11/97), Convention on issuing copies of public register data and abolishing legalization of 24th September 1971 (Official Journal of the SFRY – International Treaties number: 55/72), Agreement on legal assistance in civil and commercial matters between the SFRY and the Kingdom of Belgium of  24th September 1971 (Official Journal of the SFRY – International Treaties number: 7/74), Convention on mutual recognition and enforcement of child support obligation between  the SFRY and the Kingdom of Belgium of 12th December 1973 (Official Journal of the SFRY – International Treaties number: 45/76)
· Bosnia and Herzegovina: Agreement between the Government of the Republic of Croatia, the Government of Bosnia and Herzegovina and the Government of the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina on legal assistance in civil and criminal matters /territory of application – the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina/ of 26th February 1996 (Official Gazette, International Treaties, number: 12/96, 3/08), Agreement between the Government of the Republic of Croatia and the Government of Bosnia and Herzegovina on amendment to the Agreement between the Government of the Republic of Croatia, the Government of Bosnia and Herzegovina and the Government of the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina on legal assistance in civil and criminal matters of 17th June 2002 (Official Gazette, International Treaties, number: 5/036, 4/08), General succession (Official Gazette, International Treaties, number: 4/02) 
· Bulgaria: Agreement between the FPRY and PR of Bulgaria on mutual legal assistance  of 23rd March 1956 (Official Journal of the FPRY – International Treaties number: 1/57) – General succession
· Cyprus: Agreement on legal assistance in civil and criminal matters of 19th September 1984 (Official Journal of the SFRY – International Treaties number: 2/86) – General succession
· Czech Republic: Agreement between the Republic of Croatia and Czech Republic on succession of bilateral contracts of 4th April 1997, Agreement on Regulation of Legal Relations in Civil, Parental and Criminal Matters between SFRY and Czechoslovak Republic of 20th January 1964   (Official Journal of the SFRY – International Treaties number: 13/64)
· Denmark: succession (Official Gazette, International Treaties, number: 11/97), Treaty on conciliation, arbitration and judicial issues between the Kingdom of Denmark and the Kingdom of Yugoslavia of 14th December 1935 (Official Journal of the FPRY – International Treaties number: 239/37)
· France: Agreement on international treaties taken over through succession between the Republic of Croatia and the Republic of France of 12th October 1995 (Official Gazette, International Treaties, number: 4/96), Agreement between FPRY and the Republic of France on regulating French claims of 2nd August 1958 and 1st June 1967, Convention on the issuing documents on personal status and the exemption of legalization between SFRY and the Republic of France of 29th October 1969, Agreement between SFRY and the Republic of France on facilitating the implementation of the Hague Convention on civil procedure from 1 March 1954, stipulated on 29th October 1969,  Convention on the recognition and execution of court rulings in civil and trade matters between SFRY and the Republic of France of 18th May 1971.
· Greece: Agreement on treaties taken over through succession between the Republic of Croatia and the Hellenic Republic of 6th April 1995 (Official Gazette, International Treaties, number: 4/96), Convention between FPRY and the Kingdom of Greece on mutual legal relations of 18th June 1959 (Official Journal of the SFRY – International Treaties number: 7/60), Agreement between FPRY and the Kingdom of Greece on mutual recognition and execution of court acts and rulings – decision of 18th June 1959 (Official Journal of the SFRY, number: 6/60.)
· Iraq: Agreement on legal and judicial cooperation of 23rd May 1986 (Official Journal of the SFRY – International Treaties number: 2/87) – General succession 
· Iran: Agreement on abolition of cautio iudicatum solvi in mutual matters before Yugoslav and Iranian courts of 9th and 14th May 1956 (Official Journal of the FPRY - annex, number: 2/57) – General succession
· Italy: Convention on mutual legal assistance in civil and administrative matters of 3rd December 1960 (Official Journal of the FPRY - annex, number: 6/63) - General succession
· Canada: Treaties taken over through succession by the Government of the Republic of Croatia and the Government of Canada of 1st October 1996 (Official Gazette, International Treaties, number: 1/97), Convention on the organization of mutual assistance in conducting civil and commercial proceedings which are underway or which are to come before the court of 27th February 1936 (Official Journal of the FPRY, number: 116/37)
· Hungary: Protocol on state succession by the Republic of Croatia in respect of bilateral international treaties concluded between the SFRY and the Republic of Hungary of 22nd April 1996 (Official Gazette, International Treaties, number: 13/97), Treaty between the SFRY and PR Hungary on mutual legal issues of 7th March 1968 (Official Journal of the SFRY, number: 3/68.), Treaty on amendments to the Treaty between SFRY and PR Hungary on mutual legal traffic of 1968, signed on 25th April 1986 (Official Journal of the SFRY – International Treaties number: 1/87)
· Macedonia: Treaty between the Republic of Croatia and the Republic of Macedonia on legal assistance in civil and criminal matters of 2nd September 1994 (Official Gazette, International Treaties, number: 3/95) 
· Mongolia: Agreement on legal assistance in civil, parental and criminal matters of 8th June  1981 (Official Journal of the SFRY – International Treaties number: 7/82) – General succession 
· The Netherlands: General succession (Official Gazette, International Treaties, number: 4/02), Treaty on court hearings, arbitration and conciliation between the Kingdom of Yugoslavia and the Kingdom of Holland of 11th March 1931 (Official Journal of the FPRY, number: 85/32) 
· New Zealand: Agreement on the Continued Validity of Bilateral Treaties between the Republic of Croatia and New Zealand of 25th May 1999 (Official Gazette, International Treaties, number: 4/02), Convention (between the United Kingdom and Yugoslavia ) regarding legal proceedings in civil and commercial matters which are underway or which are to come before the court of 27th February 1936 (Collection of the UN 10/37)
· Federal Republic of Germany: Agreement between the Republic of Croatia and the Federal Republic of Germany on general succession of 4th March 1992, Agreement between SFRY and Democratic Republic of Germany on legal business in civil, parental and criminal matters of 20th May 1966 (Official Journal of the SFRY, annex, number: 1/67.) 
· Poland: Treaty on the succession of bilateral treaties between the Government of the Republic of Croatia and the Government of the Republic of Poland of 13th April 1995 (Official Gazette, International Treaties, number: 9/95), Treaty between FPRY and the People's Republic of Poland on legal actions in civil and criminal matters of 6th February, 1960.
· Romania: Protocol between the Government of the Republic of Croatia and the Government of Romania on succession of international treaties between the SFRY, Review of bilateral  treaties (Convention), Agreement between the Federal People’s Republic of Yugoslavia and the People’s Republic of Romania on legal assistance of 18th October 1960 (Official Journal of the SFRY, number: 8/61) 
· Russian Federation: Protocol between the Government of the Republic of Croatia and the Government of the Russian Federation on the continued validation of bilateral treaties of 12th January 1998 (Official Gazette, International Treaties, number: 4/98), Treaty between the FPRY and the USSR on legal assistance in civil, parental and criminal matters of 24th February 1962 (Official Journal of the SFRY, International Treaties, number: 5/63)
· United States of America: General succession, Agreement on trade, navigation of 14th February 1981 (Official Journal, number: 268/1882), Convention concerning the rights, immunities and privileges of consuls  of 14th February 1881 (Collection of acts and regulations 38/page 116), Treaty on express post service between the Post Office of the United States of America and Croatian Post and Telecommunication of 14th September, 1992, of 19th January 1994, Letter of agreement on law enforcement between the Government of the Republic of Croatia and the Government of the United States of America of 19th September 2001 (Official Gazette, International Treaties, number: 15/01.), of 4th April 2003.
· Slovakia: Treaty between the Republic of Croatia and Slovak Republic on the succession of bilateral treaties of 29th January 1997 (Official Gazette, International Treaties, number: 11/97), Treaty on the regulation of legal relations in civil, family and criminal matters between SFRY and the Republic of Czechoslovakia of 20th January 1964 (Official Journal of the SFRY, International Treaties, number: 13/64)
· Slovenia: Treaty between the Republic of Croatia and the Republic of Slovenia on legal assistance in civil and criminal cases of 7th February 1994 (Official Gazette, International Treaties, number: 3/94), 
· Serbia: Treaty between the Republic of Croatia and the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia on legal assistance in civil and criminal matters of 15th September 1997 (Official Gazette, International Treaties, number: 6/98) 
· Spain: Exchange of Letters between the Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Croatia and the Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of Spain on the succession of bilateral international treaties of 10th June 1997
· Switzerland: Treaty on conciliation and arbitration between the Republic of Croatia and the Swiss Confederation of 23rd May 1995 (Official Gazette, International Treaties, number: 12/95)
· Turkey: Treaty between the Republic of Croatia and Turkey Republic on legal assistance in civil and commercial matters of 10th February 1992 (Official Gazette, International Treaties, number: 15/00), Convention between the Kingdom of Yugoslavia and the Republic of Turkey on the mutual assistance in civil and commercial court matters of 3rd July 1934 (Official Gazette, International Treaties, number: 13/97) – General succession 
· United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland: Convention between the Kingdom of Yugoslavia and Great Britain on the provision of mutual assistance in proceedings in civil and commercial cases which are ongoing or which may take place before the appropriate court of 27th February 1936 (Official Gazette, International Treaties, number: 11/97) – General succession
· Canada: Treaties taken over through succession by the Government of the Republic of Croatia and the Government of Canada of 1st October 1996, Convention on the organization of mutual assistance in conducting civil and trade procedures which are underway or which are to come before the court of 27th February 1936. (Official Journal of the FPRY, number: 116/1937) 
Multilateral International Treaties
(in the field of application eliminate  the application of the CLA)

· The Hague Convention of 1st March 1954 on Civil Procedure (Official Journal of the SFRY, International Treaties, number: 6/62), Notification on the succession (Official Gazette, International Treaties, number: 4/94) 
· The Convention of 5th October 1961 Abolishing the Requirement of Legalization of Foreign Public Documents (Official Journal of the SFRY, International Treaties, number: 10/62), Notification on the succession (Official Gazette, International Treaties, number: 4/94),
· Convention of 6th October, 1980 on Civil Aspects of International Child Abduction (Official Journal of the SFRY, International Treaties, number: 2/60), Notification on the succession (Official Gazette, International Treaties, number: 4/94). 
Regulations of the European Union
(in the most part the conditions have been created for direct application) 
· Council Regulation (EC) No 44/2001 of 22 December 2000 on jurisdiction and the recognition and enforcement of judgments in civil and commercial matters (Official Journal of the European Union, number: L 12 of 22nd December 2001), 
· Council Regulation on Insolvency Proceedings of 29 May 2000 (Official Journal of the European Union, number: 160, 30/06/2000.), 
· Council Regulation of 27th November 2003 concerning jurisdiction and the recognition and enforcement of judgments in matrimonial matters and matters of parental responsibility (Official Journal of the European Union, number: L 338, 23/12/2003).
· Regulation (EC) No 805/2004 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 21 April 2004 creating a European Enforcement Order for uncontested claims (established the European enforcement order and its transnational enforcement. The assumptions for issuing the certificate on the European enforcement order and enforcement are in addition to the EC Regulations also governed by the EA.
III. International Legal Assistance in Civil and Commercial Matters 
International legal assistance in civil and commercial matters includes as follows:  

a. Service of documents (subpoenas, client statements, court decisions and other acts regarding the court proceedings) which has been regulated by bilateral contracts. The service of documents between the countries with which the Republic of Croatia has not stipulated bilateral contracts on legal assistance in civil and commercial matters is implemented in conformity with the Hague Convention on the Service Abroad of Judicial and Extrajudicial Documents in Civil or Commercial Matters 1965  - if the other country is signatory to the Convention. In case the countries are not signatories to the multilateral Convention either, the CPP shall apply (article 136. para. 1.) – the diplomatic way through the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and European Integration of the Republic of Croatia.
b. Forwarding the letters rogatory for service of process to initiate court actions (hearing of clients, witnesses, taking statements from heirs, court expertise, investigations, collection of notifications, data and documents). Bilateral contracts on legal assistance in civil and commercial matters apply, the Hague Convention on the Taking of Evidence Abroad in Civil or Commercial Matters of 1970. In case the countries are not signatories to the multilateral Convention either, the CPP shall apply (the letters rogatory shall be sent in diplomatic way, the legal assistance shall be provided on the reciprocity basis).
c. Legalization of documents to be used abroad was abolished with many countries - most of international bilateral contracts on legal assistance in civil matters provide that the public documents in contractual states be used without the need for legalization. To the countries with which we do not have signed bilateral contract on legal assistance in civil matters, nor are they signatories to the Convention Abolishing the Requirement of Legalization for Foreign Public of 1961., (Apostille), the legal regime of document authorization to be used abroad, i.e. the certification in conformity with the Act on Legalization of Documents for  Use Abroad shall apply. 
d. Obtaining information on foreign law - the bilateral contracts on legal assistance in civil matters shall apply. In case there are no bilateral agreements, the notification shall be obtained in diplomatic way through the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and European Integration of the Republic of Croatia. Croatia is not the signatory to the European Convention on Information on Foreign Law of 1968.
e. Informing courts on exemption from court costs and lawyers' fees (cautio iducatum solvi) and exemption from payment of litigation costs – bilateral contracts are applicable,  the Hague Convention relating to civil procedure of 1954. In case the foreign country is not a signatory to the multilateral Convention of 1954, the provisions of the article 83. and 85. Of the CLA shall apply.

f. Issuing certificates on regulations which are applicable or were applicable in the Republic of Croatia (certificat de coutume – Certificate of Law), establishing reciprocity (inheritance, incorporation of companies and branch offices) is performed as per the provision of the article 106. of the CLA.
IV. Procedure of Recognition ad Enforcement of Foreign Awards 

             International bilateral and multilateral agreements are primarily applicable for recognition and enforcement of foreign judicial awards, and the provisions of the CLA only subsidiarily. 
              The procedure of recognition of foreign judicial awards (court judgments, court settlements, decisions brought by other body, which in the country where it was brought has the equal force of the court judgment, or court settlement in case it regulates status, family, property relations, arbitral awards) in the Republic of Croatia is implemented by the locally competent court (court in the area of jurisdiction of which the recognition or the enforcement procedure shall be implemented), at the proposal of an interested party.  

             The recognition of a foreign court award may be decided on in a special delibation procedure where the recognition is the main issue in the procedure, or a previous issue in another procedure with the legal effect in the said procedure.  
              Along with the proposal, the applicant shall submit the judgment the recognition of which it asks for, and the certificate of the competent court, or another body on the validity of the judgment pursuant to the law of the country where it was brought as per the provision of the applicable international agreement, or the CLA (to be submitted to the counterparty for response).
              The counter-applicant is entitled to appeal (did not participate in the procedure in which the judgment the recognition of which is asked for was brought, due to procedural irregularities of the court, or the body which brought the judgment, there is exclusive jurisdiction of another court or body in the Republic of Croatia in the same legal matter the court or another body in the Republic of Croatia brought the effective judgment or another foreign court award is recognized in the Republic of Croatia in the same matter, there is not reciprocity), and is liable to prove their objections.   

               The Court’s control is limited and comes down to investigation of conditions referred to in the appropriate international agreement only, or the provisions of the articles 86. to 100. of the CLA. The court, however, may request explanation from the court which brought the judgment and the parties, should they consider it necessary.
               The court shall bring the judgment in the form of a resolution, and deliver it to the parties to the procedure. The appeal may be filed against the resolution within 15 days as of the service date. The court of the second instance shall decide on the appeal. 

                The foreign court judgment, notwithstanding the conditions defined by the international agreements or the CLA, shall not be recognized if it is in conflict with the Constitution of the Republic of Croatia established through the foundations of the state organization.  

                The procedure of establishing and implementing enforcement on the basis of foreign awards shall be implemented by the court pursuant to the rules of national legislation. 
V. Harmonization of the National Legislation with the Acquis Communautaire
             In the accession process to the European Union, the Republic of Croatia has harmonized its legislation with the acquis communautaire in as follows: 
· Act on the Amendments to the Enforcement Act of 30 May 2008 (Official Gazette, number: 67/08) created conditions for direct implementation of the Regulation (EC) No 805/2004 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 21 April 2004 creating a European enforcement order for uncontested claims (hereinafter: the Regulation) so that the bodies (courts, administrative authorities, public notaries or legal and natural persons with public authority) have been defined for issuing certificates on European enforcement order, and for the correction or annulment of the certificate and determining enforcement on the basis of the European enforcement order. 
· The novel of the EA/2008 implemented the provisions of the Directive 2000/35/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 29 June 2000 on combating late payment in commercial transactions.
Within the enforcement system reform in the Republic of Croatia, a new legislative framework was established through several new acts: 
· Enforcement Act on Financial Assets /adopted in July 2010 and entered into force on 1st January 2011/, resulting in enforcement on financial assets of enforcement debtor implemented by the Financial Agency (FINA) as of 1st January 2011, 

· EA /adopted in November 2010 and partially entering into force on 1st January 2012 and the Public Enforcement Agents Act /adopted in November 2010 and largely entering into force on 1st January 2012, and which introduce a completely new system of enforcement implementation, transferring jurisdiction from courts to public enforcement agents. PEAA is abandoning the previous model of court enforcement and in most cases transfers the jurisdiction to public enforcement agents.  
Only the enforcement due to awarding custody of the child to parent, realizing parent-child encounters and company, and establishment of enforcement based on the foreign judicial decision, awards brought by national or foreign courts, or when provided by the EA/10 or another act. 
Public enforcement agent, being a new subject in the enforcement system of the Republic of Croatia, among other, pursuant to the provisions of the articles 325. to 333. of the EA/10 is authorized to issue the certificate on European enforcement order for uncontested claims, establishing and implementation of enforcement on the basis of the  European enforcement order.

Moreover, by the provisions of the EA/10 regarding the validity of confiscation upon debtor’s consent, debenture and blank debentures, the form of a verified private document was established to be issued by a notary public, meaning these documents shall also be considered valid for issuing the certificate on the European enforcement order.  
       Moreover, a judgment due to absence, judgment without holding a hearing, default judgment brought as per the rules of a civil procedure also complies with the requirements for issuing the certificate on the European enforcement order, in case other assumptions referred to in the Regulation have also been complied with. 
      The Act on Amendments to the Civil Procedure Act of 2nd July, 2008  (Official Gazette, number: 84/08) created conditions for direct implementation of the following: 
       - Regulation (EC) No 1393/2007 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 13 November 2007 on the service in the Member States of judicial and extrajudicial documents in civil or commercial matters (service of documents), and repealing Council Regulation (EC) No 1348/2000 
      - Council Regulation (EC) No. 1206/2001 of 28 May 2001 on cooperation between the courts of the Member States in the taking of evidence in civil or commercial matters, 

      - Regulation (EC) No 1896/2006 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 12 December 2006 creating a European order for payment procedure,
     -  Regulation (EC) No 861/2007 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 11 July 2007 establishing a European Small Claims Procedure.
            Complete harmonization with the acquis in the field of legal cooperation in civil matters shall be realized on the day the Republic of Croatia is admitted to the European Union when the relevant EU regulations  shall be directly implemented in the Republic of Croatia [Council Regulation (EC) No 44/2001 of 22 December 2000 on jurisdiction and the recognition and enforcement of judgments in civil and commercial matters, Regulation (EC) No 1393/2007 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 13 November 2007 on the service in the Member States of judicial and extrajudicial documents in civil or commercial matters (service of documents), and repealing Council Regulation (EC) No 1348/2000, Regulation 593/2008/EC on the law applicable to contractual obligations (Rome I), Regulation on the law applicable to non-contractual obligations 864/2007/EC (Rome II), Council Regulation (EC) No. 1206/2001 of 28 May 2001 on cooperation between the courts of the Member States in the taking of evidence in civil or commercial matters and  Council Regulation (EC) No 2201/2003 of 27 November 2003 concerning jurisdiction and the recognition and enforcement of judgments in matrimonial matters and the matters of parental responsibility, repealing Regulation (EC) No 1347/2000]. 

              Moreover, the following was adopted with the same purpose:

         -  Act on Amendments to the Courts Act (Official Gazette, number: 153/09), which among other, has been added a new section 5. in the article 18 para. 1, expanding the competence of municipal courts, so that municipal courts deal in matters of international legal cooperation with Member states in procedures within their competence. The previous Amendments to the Courts Act   (Official Gazette, number: 113/08.), which among other, has been added a new section 10 in the article 20. para. 1, expanding the competence of commercial courts, so that commercial courts deal in matters of international legal assistance in handing evidence in commercial matters;     

              -  the Courts Jurisdiction and Seats Act (Official Gazette, number: 85/08) rationalized the court network, resulting in facilitated and expedited procedure of providing international legal assistance;
               - Ratified  European Convention on the Compensation of Victims of Violent Crimes of 24th November 1983  (16th May 2008 / Official Gazette, International Treaties 4/08) entering into force on 1 November 2008 and on 2ns July 2008 the Act on Monetary Compensation to the Victims of Crime (Official Gazette, number: 80/08) to which the provisions of the Council Directive 2004/80/EC of 29 April 2004 relating to compensation to crime victims have been transposed /the Act shall enter into force on the day of accession of the Republic of Croatia to the European Union;
               - Free Legal Assistance Act (Official Gazette, number: 62/08.) of 16th May 2008, harmonized with the Council Directive 2003/8/EC of 27 January 2003 to improve access to justice in cross-border disputes by establishing minimum common rules relating to legal aid for such disputes; 
                - Ratified the Hague Convention of 18 March 1970 on the Taking of Evidence Abroad in Civil and Commercial Matters  (Official Gazette– International Treaties, number: 9/09) and entering into force on 30th November 2009. For the purpose of implementation of the Convention and the Council Regulation (EC) number 1206/2001 of 28th May 2001, the Ministry of Justice of the Republic of Croatia was established to be the central body for receiving letters rogatory;
· Ratified the Convention of 19 October 1996 on Jurisdiction, Applicable Law,

Recognition, Enforcement and Co-operation in Respect of Parental Responsibility and  Measures for the Protection of Children (Official Gazette– International Treaties, number: 5/09) and entering into force on 1st January 2010, the European Convention on Contact concerning Children of 15th May 2003  (Official Gazette– International Treaties, number: 7/08.) and entering into force on 1st June 2009. The central body as per the provisions of these Conventions shall be the Ministry of Health and Social Welfare, which shall act as the Central Body in conformity with the Council Regulation (EC) 2201/2003; 

                  - as of 30th March 2011, the Republic of Croatia participated in the work of European Judicial Network in civil and commercial matters, pursuant to the Decision of the European Parliament and Council 568/2009/EC, changing the Council Decision 2001/470/EC establishing the network.               
VI. Statistical Data 
a. International Legal Assistance in Civil and Commercial Matters 

According to the official data of the Ministry of Justice, the  Directorate for the European Union and International Cooperation, Sector of International Legal Assistance, in the period from 1st January 2010 to 31st December 2010 the following legal assistance was provided and received:  
-     deposited signatures for authentication
DOCUMENTS TOTAL:      
23

INCOMING:  


23

OUTGOING:                     
0

_______________________________________________________

-     inquiries on law
DOCUMENTS TOTAL:        610

INCOMING
           

328

OUTGOING:             

282

______________________________________________________    

 -    service, letters rogatory for institution of proceedings 
DOCUMENTS TOTAL:     
  82768

INCOMING:                  
 41799

OUTGOING:                  
40969

_______________________________________________________

-      certifications
DOCUMENTS TOTAL:       1183

INCOMING:    
             618

OUTGOING:                  
  565 

b. Recognition and Enforcement of Foreign Decisions  
According to the official data of the Ministry of Justice, Directorate for Organization of the Judiciary, in the period from 1st January 2009 to 31st March 2010 and 1st January, 2009 to 31st December 2010 (municipal courts) 
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� Slavica Garac, judge of the County Court in Zagreb 


  Vesna Žulj, judge of  the Municipal Court of Civil Jurisdiction in Zagreb, advisor to the Minister of Justice of the Republic of Croatia 








